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WATER BORES - ADMINISTRATION FEE 

339. Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Water 
Resources: 

I refer to the charging of an administration fee for bores.   

(1) What is the reason for the $200 charge, given that people have had bores for years without having 
incurred a charge?  

(2) What areas in Western Australia will be charged this so-called administration fee?  

(3) Will the fee apply to city areas? 

(4) If not, why is the government discriminating against country people?  

Hon KIM CHANCE replied: 
I thank Hon Robyn McSweeney for some notice of this question.  

(1) Western Australia is experiencing a drying climate, which has required us to become more focused on 
how we use water.  We must ensure greater security for those whose businesses are reliant on water.  
New major water policies and administrative arrangements are being put in place to give security of 
supply to those people who rely on water for their businesses.  One aspect of these reforms is the 
introduction of water licence administration fees, which the Western Australian government announced 
in early 2007.  This fee will offset the Department of Water’s licence administration costs and will 
apply from 1 July 2007.  The annual fee structure was determined from the amount of effort to 
administer licences with different water entitlements.  It is more complex and time consuming to 
manage a water licence that has a large water entitlement than it is to manage a smaller one, and the 
range of fees reflects that.  The range of processes applied in administering a water licence, which 
includes checking compliance with licence conditions, maintaining licence databases, managing appeals 
and community awareness, is complex and exhaustive.  These functions directly relate to the creation 
and protection of water users’ valuable entitlements.  

(2)-(3) All people with water licences, whether they are in the city or country, pay an application fee for that 
licence and an annual administration fee depending on the volume that the licence entitles.   

(4) Not applicable.   
 


